Wabdbridge’s little speed demon

Michael Taibi, 11,
is one of Ontario’s
rising stars after
one year of racing
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While most people mught
know the first two names as
successiu] Canadian race car
dravers, don't be S.III'F'II:"i.‘.-I!'I'J. if
the third name enters the
same level of recognition in
the future.

Taibi has been racimg go-
kams for only a wear, bui
the 11-year-old Woodbndge
aitive is already tuming
heads — literally — with
his namtural talent and speed
on the track.

“He's always liked high-
energy, high-speed evenls
every lime we go bo amse-
ment parks, he always finds
the biggest. fastest roller
coaiter.,”  said  Michael's
father Joe  Taibi. “He's
always hnd an nlerest in
watching mces on TV, =0
I sapd, *Let’s take him to
n treck and see what it's
like. "

&4 ao0n as he ol on the
track, e was :lmng great
kap nimees .. and the rest is

history.”

Michzel's sucoess this
past summer has already
landed him some hardware,
a5 he was named the Cana-
dinn Rookie Kaning Cham-
pionship's wp racer.

“I was surprised,” said
Michael of his suecess.
5 an honoar.”

The soft-spoken grade 6
student at 5. Gregory the
Great Catholic Academy
would prefer o do his talk-
ing on the track.

When his father firse
took him to GPF Kadways
at  Downsview  Airport,
Michael said he enpoyed
the thrll of racing and, of
course, winning.

Lo Michael entered the
CREC |1|:i|I|!: sEfes  al
Goodwond  Kartways  in
Stouffville where all the
equipment is set up and me-
ers just need to show up and
race.

Against kids his own age,
Michael won 19 of 23 races,
placed second in the four he
didn’t win, qualified for 17
pole positions and was the
series’ (op rmcer by eight
[uinLs,

Thanks 10 that domi-
nance, Michael was pro-
mdded o the Toronlo Ko
Cleibe"s Mownoe series, whene
racers must prepare their
own cart, This time agains
kids ax old az 12, Michael

Sportsioday

won the three races he
entered afler staming from
the back of pack.

He was promoted again
1o the TECs Junior Light
diviston with moeers as old
as 15 and in the thres mces
where he stared last of 15
racers, Michael placed fifth
in one and ninth in two,

“I"m in awe,"” Joe said of
his son's performance. 1
made o deal with him that
if he wins a race I'd take
him to Boston Pizza; well,
it seems like we went there
every weck.

“He keeps impressing me
week after week and it has
godten b0 the poant wherne
he doesn’t surpnise me any-
more. He's a natural.”

Some people  might
believe racing is too dan-
gerous for a child, but Joe
disagrees,

He says his son is safer
when he straps himself into
the go-cart than when he
lsces up the skates for the
minor peewes AA Toronbo
Avalanche

And despite a couple of

crashes, Michael says he
never thinks about the dan-
ger nspect assocued with
raCing.

“I just basecally think
about how 0 get anoumnd
comers faster,” he added,
“and how | can improve,”

With the summer season
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RACING MACHIME: Woodbridge's Michaal Taibi wears and holds up all the hardwans

b weon this summer during his first season of competithve go-cart racing.
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over, Michasl is already
racing in ihe winler ses-
sion at GP Kartways, There
i%, however, a bigger series
of mces o come 2008
when he travels o Flon-
dn for a winber tour of six
races running from January
o March.

The tour will b a first for
two reasons: one, Michael
will be racing against the
bett from across  Morth

America and two, he will
be racing a 2-stroke cart that
goes as fast as 110 km'h,
as opposed 0 the 4-stroke
machine he’s been mcing
with a top speed of Bkm/
h.

Nonetheless, Michasl =
looking forwand to the trip
where he'll hang out with
fricnds and doing what he
loves best — mcing.

Though only 11, Michael

does have dreams of wm-
ing pro, and with the help
and support of his father,
his mother Joanne, his sis-
ters Kotrna and Lisa, his
mechanic Jack Cavacece
and Goodwood owners
Marco and Danmiel Di Leo,
hie might just get there.

Bui for now, Michael has
only one goal i mind.

“1 want 1o E:-cp g
and 1o go faster and faster.”




